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the quarrel in favour of the University, to whom he gave a
charter and many privileges while the Mayor and citizens were
ordered as a penance to attend a Mass annually in the Univer-
sity Church on St. Scholastica's Day, and make an offering of
40 pence, which they continued to do until 1826.

It is impossible here to tell the history of the colleges, but
the exceptional character of Christ Church as both a college
and a cathedral makes it of special interest.   Within its magni-
ficent Renaissance quadrangle, dominated by Tom Tower, can
be seen the medieval spire of the Cathedral, formerly the
Priory Church of St. Fridcswidc.   In 1524 Wolsey obtained
permission to suppress the Priory and appropriate its revenue
for the foundation of Cardinal College.   But before Wolsey's
splendid plans had been carried out he had fallen from power
and it was left for Henry VIII to reconstitute the College and
transfer to its Church the see of Oxford (formerly at Oseney).
Thus the College has a Dean as its head and a Cathedral as its
College Chapel.   From the Tower built by Wren, Great Tom
rings nightly, at five minutes past nine, 101 times in memory
of the number of students in Henry VIIFs foundation.

The century of the Reformation, though it witnessed the
growth of the New Learning at Oxford, was also a time of
destruction and the falling off of scholars. Mary's reign
brought the famous trials of the Reformers which ended in the
burning of Ridley, Latimer and Cratimer outside Balliol
College. The University revived under Elizabeth, but it
tended from that time to become more the resort of the sons of
the gentry and less that of the poor scholar, The greatest
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